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Canada

Flexo Canada is the Canadian flexographic 
packaging and converting industry information
resource on the latest trends, technology and 
new products. Flexo Canada reaches all sectors 
of the industry: tag and label, flexible packaging,

pre-print, corrugate and
folding carton converters.

Flexo Canada was
launched in 1998 as a
Canadian source for
meeting the industry’s
information needs. 

Flexo Canada publishes
the only Canadian 
Flexographic Buyers’
Source Directory.

Flexo Canada is edited for owners, managers, 
pre-press and production staff, and buyers of 
flexographic printing. As well as covering industry
news, Flexo Canada features technical articles
focusing on the advancements in flexographic
printing technology,
their application and
impact on product
quality. Decision-mak-
ers at advertising
agencies, design
houses and con-
sumer product com-
panies also receive
Flexo Canada.

MARCH

❖ New tricks for traditional equipment
❖ Synthetic papers come into their own
❖ The changing face of pre-press
❖ Equipment Update: presses
❖ Tools of the Trade: plates

Space closing: February 21
Material closing: February 23

JUNE

❖ Industry lines continue to blur
❖ Canadian FTA Award winners
❖ FFTA Annual Forum: trend report
❖ Equipment Update: converting and finishing
❖ Tools of the Trade: anilox rolls

Space closing: May 23
Material closing: May 25

SEPTEMBER

❖ Step-by-step guide to going beyond process 
❖ Getting serious about digital presses 
❖ Facing flexo’s challenges
❖ Equipment Update: pre-press
❖ Tools of the Trade: mounting tapes/sleeves

Space closing: August 21
Material closing: August 23

DECEMBER

❖ Where are we with RFID?
❖ Year-end round-up 
❖ Hot technologies
❖ Equipment Update: web inspection
❖ Tools of the Trade: inks and coatings
❖ Bonus Feature: 2008 Buyers’ Source

Directory
Space closing: November 21
Material closing: November 23

Your Partner in the 
Canadian Flexo Industry

2007 EDITORIAL LINEUP

I
nterest in digital laser converting has

increased greatly because label printers

are losing productivity due to mak-

eready down time, long die lead times, die

storage space and expensive die mainte-

nance. They have also had to say “no” to

short runs, and difficult patterns and ma-

terials due to costs and lead times. Digital

laser converting has the potential to in-

crease a label printer’s productivity several

ways and allow them to say “yes” to the

jobs they have been saying “no” to.

A digital laser system has little or no

makeready or setup. In minutes, an elec-

tronic file can be loaded and prepped for

production. Same day job turn around is a

reality. Several die files can be loaded in ad-

vance for version changes or just to pre-

pare for the remaining jobs that day. In

contrast, a steel rule die can take up to a

week to manufacture for a similar job, and

the makeready is based upon a mechanical

installation and setup.

Secondly, digital laser technology can

cut, score, kiss cut and perforate on the fly

in full registration with the printed image.

If the pattern, print or material changes,

the laser process can change instantly as

well. This technology also allows customers

to integrate variable or demographic data

into die cutting. Adjustments to the power

can be made “on- the-fly” during a press

run.

Thirdly, this technology requires little

maintenance and no tooling. The mainte-

nance is based around inspection and

cleaning, and usually only requires about

45 minutes per week. Lastly, lasers also al-

low printers to cut more intricate patterns

and are more flexible relating to delicate

substrates like films and liners. The cus-

tomer base is demanding different sub-

strates and more complex patterns, and

laser converting not only helps printers ad-

dress the increasing demand of short runs,

but it also allows them to say yes to the

“tough jobs”. Since, all die files are digital,

no physical storage is required.

Flexible packaging applications

Interest in digital laser converting has in-

creased greatly in flexible packaging appli-

cations as well. The laser process delivers

controlled score depths for easy-open

packaging, while protecting the package

barrier. The laser scoring process improves

the aesthetic appearance with precise score

lines in registration with the print. Any

unique easy-open feature can be designed

into a package with a laser process, result-

ing in improved customer satisfaction,

product safety and brand identification.

This process has been proven for reseal-

able, retort, and pourable packaging. Laser

perforating offers the advantage of precise

breathable features that enable controlled

vapour and gas exchange with controlled

micro-hole size and location. Unlike me-

chanical perforating, the laser process pro-

duces clean and strong holes. The process

has been proved for perishable food, mi-

crowaveable and rapid fill packaging.

Digital laser die cutting technology is

modular and can be retro-fitted into exist-

ing press lines or off-line converting equip-

ment, giving printing and packaging

companies more flexibility, quicker job

turn around, and less down time. All of

which equals increased manufacturing

productivity.

Craig Greenwood and Greg Jahr are 

equipment sales managers for LasX 

Industries, Inc., a provider of digital,

laser converting technology for commercial

printing, label and packaging markets.

Craig can be reached at

cgreenwood@lasx.com And Greg can 

be reached at gjahr@lasx.com.

FLEXO

CONVERTING TRENDS

Digital laser die cutting can 

open new opportunities By Craig Greenwood and Greg Jahr 
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ANILOX ROLL UPDATE
What’s happening IN WIDE WEB

C A N A D A ’ S  F I R S T  F L E X O  P U B L I C A T I O N

UNION ROTO-GRAVING
steps into digital flexo

Rennie Cercone, president of Union
Roto-graving of Canada Inc.

enters the digital flexo trade shop 

world with a new flexographic prepress 

and photopolymer platemaking facility 
at the Missisauga, Ontario plant.


